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same name own the Marquis of Lothian as their chief.    Hence the
distinction betwixt Kerrs of Cessford and Fairnihirst.'—scott.
ll.po-i. These lines are reproduced from the ballad 'Johnny
Armstrong's Last Good Night':—
S0 then bespoke his little son,
As he sat on his nurse's knee,
" If ever I live to be a man
My father's death revenged shall be."'
Similar lines occur in another ballad, ' The Lads of Wamphray.'
Scott may have regarded them as common ballad property.
1. 109. Lord Cranstoun. The Cranstouns are an ancient Border
family, whose chief seat was at Crailing, in Teviotdale. They
were at this time at feud with the clan of Scott; for it appears that
the Lady of Buccleuch, in 1557, beset the Laird of Cranstoun,
seeking his life. Nevertheless, the same Cranstoun, or perhaps his
son, was married to a daughter of the same lady. In dovetailing
the Lay into Border history, Scott takes the liberty of putting
Cranstoun at the battle of Melrose. As this took place twenty-
seven years before the events of the Lay, it makes the lover some-
what old. One does not understand why Scott did not make
Margaret's lover the son of his Melrose Cranstoun.
1.113. Bethime. 'The Bethunes were of French origin, and
derived their name from a small town in Artois. There were several
distinguished families of the Bethunes in the neighbouring province
of Picardy; they numbered among their descendants the celebrated
Due de Sully; and the name was accounted among the most noble
in France, while aught noble remained in that countryl. The family
of Bethime, or Beatoun, in Fife, produced three learned and dignified
prelates; namely, Cardinal Beaton, and two successive Archbishops
of Glasgow, all of whom flourished about the date of the romance.
Of this family was descended Dame Janet Beaton, Lady Buccleuch,
widow of Sir Walter Scott of Branksome. She was a woman of
masculine spirit, as appeared from her riding at the head of her son's
clan, after her husband's murder. She also possessed the hereditary
abilities of her family in such a degree that the superstition of the
vulgar imputed them to supernatural knowledge. With this was
mingled, by faction, the foul accusation of her having influenced
1 In a note to edition of 1821 Scott added:— 'This expression and
sentiment were dictated by the situation of France in the year 1803,
when the poem was originally written.*

